
For Immediate Release 
April 19, 2011 

  

 

 

News Release 
The Schuylkill Center to Host Six Schools and More than 54 Students at 

the 2011 Philadelphia County Envirothon Competition, April 28  

April 27, 2011 (Philadelphia, PA):  The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education, in collaboration 
with Philadelphia University, will host the 2011 Philadelphia County Envirothon, Thursday April 28, 2011 
from 9am to 1:30pm.  

The Schuylkill Center has participated in The Philadelphia County Envirothon Competition for the past 11 
years, and is pleased to announce more than 54 students from six regional high schools will participate 
in the annual environmental science competition, this year focusing on ‘Protecting Estuaries.’ 

The Philadelphia County Envirothon represents the local stepping stone to the state and national 
competition. Locally, each participating high school is represented by teams which receive extensive 
training from The Schuylkill Center’s Environmental Educators and local natural resource professionals 
including the PA Fish and Boat Commission, the PA Game Commission, the PA Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), and the US Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS).  This professional guidance allows students to increase their 
knowledge of site-specific soil composition and structure, aquatic and terrestrial fauna, plant species 
composition and structure, and current environmental issues.  

Envirothon training culminates in a day of competition, sponsored by The DOW Chemical Company, on 
the grounds of The Schuylkill Center; the winning team at the Philadelphia competition is eligible for the 
state Envirothon competition. 

2011 Philadelphia Envirothon Competition Details 
April 28, 2011, 9am – 1:30pm 
The Schuylkill Center  for Environmental Education  
(8480 Hagy’s Mill Road Philadelphia, PA 19128) 

 

Why is the Envirothon Important?  

The Philadelphia Envirothon provides students with an opportunity to study environmental sciences – 
including land use, aquatic ecology, wildlife, forestry and current environmental issues – in a more 
comprehensive way, building on what is traditionally presented in the classroom.  The Envirothon also 
provides students with exposure to careers in environmental science. 
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The Envirothon primarily serves economically disadvantaged students, but is open to all students in 
Philadelphia, and provides the unique opportunity for students to learn environmental science in an 
active and comprehensive way that also exposes them to careers in environmental science.  

Unlike all other counties in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia has no County 
Conservation District (CCD). This is the entity that ordinarily coordinates and sponsors county-level 
Envirothons. Philadelphia students also lack the benefit of free in-school programs in environmental 
science ordinarily provided by the CCD. In addition, the challenges facing public school districts 
struggling to meet the State Standards for Environment and Ecology and Science and Technology, put 
Philadelphia students at a disadvantage with regard to their knowledge in the subject of environmental 
science.  

In response to this problem, the Schuylkill Center has become the resource for Philadelphia teachers. 
Our organization provides a means for students to learn standards-based environmental science and 
ecology concepts. Thus, the Schuylkill Center has been host of the annual Philadelphia county 
Envirothon every year for the last eleven (11) years, thanks in large part to the generosity of The Dow 
Chemical Company. 

 
For information/ interviews, contact Kimberly Kunda, Marketing & PR Manager, at (215) 482-7300 ext. 118 or kkunda@schuylkillcenter.org. 

The mission of The Schuylkill Center is to promote, through environmental education, the preservation and improvement of our natural 
environment by fostering appreciation, understanding and responsible use of the ecosystem; by disseminating information on current 

environmental issues; by encouraging appropriate public response to environmental problems and by maintaining the facilities of                      
The Schuylkill Center and conserving its land for the purpose of environmental education. 
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