
For Immediate Release 
June 23, 2011 

 

8480 Hagy’s Mill Road  Philadelphia, PA 19128           www.schuylkillcenter.org           (215) 482 -7300 

The mission of The Schuylkill Center is to promote, through environmental education, the preservation and improvement of 

our natural environment by fostering appreciation, understanding and responsible use of the ecosystem; by disseminating 

information on current environmental issues; by encouraging appropriate public response to environmental problems and by 

maintaining the facilities of The Schuylkill Center and conserving its land for the purpose of environmental education.  

 

 

 

 

WMMR’s Pierre Robert Will Assist in 

ReleasingRehabilitated Snapping Turtle Back to Wild 

After receiving care from The Schuylkill Center’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic , a native snapping turtle returns home.  

June 23, 2011 (Philadelphia, PA):  On Wednesday, June 29th at 3:45pm, The Schuylkill Center will celebrate 
another great victory: the release of a fully-rehabilitated snapping turtle back into the wild. The large turtle, 
pictured below, will be released back into its Schuylkill River habitat by its human hero, WMMR disc jockey 
Pierre Robert, who originally rescued the severely-injured reptile and brought it to the Schuylkill Center in 
Roxborough more than a year ago. The snapping turtle had apparently been hit by a car. 

“This snapping turtle came to us late at night with a very large gash through 
the center of its shell,” said Wildlife Rehabilitation Director, Rick Schubert. 
“The turtle has been in our care for 14 months, and he did heal, and 
survive, and is now OK to release, but he is also very scarred because there 
was so much damage to the shell.” Schubert also said it’s important to note 
that despite appearances, the cosmetic damage to its shell will not impact 
the turtles overall wellbeing, and it is ready to re-enter its natural habitat. 
Snapping turtles can live to the age of 30 in the wild.  

The Schuylkill Center’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic (WRC) is the only state and federally licensed wildlife 
clinic serving all species in a 4-county region in the Greater Philadelphia area. During the last year, the Clinic 
has seen more than 3,200 different animals (more than 90 different species) come through its doors, in an 
injured or orphaned state. This snapping turtle, affectionately known as “Pierre Robert’s Snapping Turtle” 
around the Center, is among the 60% of animals that the WRC successfully releases back to nature each year. 
Despite its celebrity hero, this turtle received the same treatment as all animals that arrive at the Clinic. It 
resided with another turtle during its stay at the Clinic, sharing a kiddie pool. The second turtle has since 
been released, as well.  

“One of the most satisfying aspects of the wildlife clinic is returning an animal back into its wild habitat,” said 
Mike Weilbacher, Executive Director of The Schuylkill Center. “Snapping turtles are extraordinary creatures, 
and to be able to watch this one glide back into the Schuylkill River is great. Our clinic team led by Rick just 
did an amazing job bringing this one back—it took a ton of TLC.” The Clinic is entirely supported by private 
donors. Anyone who finds an injured or orphaned wild animal, should call the Clinic at (215) 482-8217. 

Press are invited to join us for the release of ‘Pierre Robert’s Turtle!’ 
Wednesday, June 29th 2011; 3:45pm| Flat Rock Park, Boat Ramp; Gladwyne, PA 

Contact Kim Kunda:  215-779-4677 or kim@schuylkillcenter.org 
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