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The Schuylkill Center’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic Reopens 
 
Philadelphia, PA – December 6, 2005 - Whether you’re an animal lover or not, your 
heart probably aches when you see an injured animal on the side of the road or a baby 
rabbit in your yard that appears to be abandoned. You may have even brought such an 
animal to your veterinarian, only to discover that vets cannot legally treat wild animals 
without a Wildlife Rehabilitation license.  Luckily, there is a haven for these wild critters 
and it’s located in the Roxborough section of Philadelphia.  In order to bridge this gap in 
care, The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education started its Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Clinic in 1987.  The Clinic has been providing care to sick, injured or 
orphaned native wildlife, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, ever since.  
 
Since its inception 18 years ago, the Clinic has not only focused on animal care, but 
diligently provided environmental education to the public. Long running programs about 
wildlife in general and how to interact with them have played a large part in spreading the 
environmental word of The Schuylkill Center. Last May, the Clinic went through a 
period of transition and closed its doors at the recommendation of the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission.  This was done in order to repair regulatory infractions, as well as 
increase the Clinic’s staffing as a means to provide the highest level of care to our animal 
patients.  This ultimately led to the decision to hire a full-time rehabilitator, a part-time 
administrator, and a part-time rehabilitator.   
 
Rick Schubert, the Clinic’s new Director of Wildlife Rehabilitation, came to The 
Schuylkill Center from the Mercer County Wildlife Center where he cared for injured 
and sick wildlife, managed volunteers, and counseled the public about wild animals. With 
many years of experience in wildlife rehabilitation, Rick has a great track record and was 
eager to fill the position.  
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Wildlife Clinic Reopens 
 
“My passion is treating wild animals. I feel obligated to take a stand for those that have 
no voice.  Ever since I started volunteering many years ago, I have wanted to run a 
wildlife care facility. When the opportunity arose with The Schuylkill Center, I jumped at 
the chance,” says Rick.  
 
Assisting Rick is Connie Joiner, a licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator, who will be working 
part-time for the Clinic. She also works at Reynarden Farm Wildlife Rescue and 
specializes in Rabies Vector Species intake, treatment, rehabilitation and release.  The 
Clinic’s administrative responsibilities will be handled by Steve Aldrich, who is 
proficiently handling both the computer technology needs as well as everyday 
administrative tasks, such as tracking animal patients.  
 
“We are fortunate to have a person like Rick on our staff.  Within days of reopening the 
Clinic, we were already treating squirrels and turtles without even publicizing that we 
were open. This tells us that our facility serves a great need in the Philadelphia area and 
that Rick is ready to take on the job,” says Dennis Burton, Executive Director of The 
Schuylkill Center.  
 
The Schuylkill Center recently celebrated the Clinic’s reopening with a party on 
November 22nd. Over 100 guests attended, bringing various items to stock the Clinic’s 
shelves. Donations included paper towels, bath towels, dish detergent, heating pads and 
unscented liquid laundry detergent.  Attendees were able to meet & greet the new Clinic 
staff and view the unveiling of a new sign for the Clinic.  
 
For more information about the Clinic or for wildlife questions, please call (215) 482-
8217 or see our website at www.schuylkillcenter.org. The Clinic is currently recruiting 
new volunteers to help the animal patients. Call the number above and ask for Rick! 
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