
Half-day Programs
Our half-day programs include a two-hour lesson exploring The 
Schuylkill Center’s natural areas with our environmental educators. 
Based on the topic of your choosing, our educators use elements 
found in nature, planned activities and students’ natural curiosity 
to build on classroom concepts. The science content of each lesson 
is grade-appropriate and can be tailored to your students’ specific 
needs.  

Costs
Half-day programs are $6 per child with a $60 minimum. One 
chaperone is free with every 10 students, and each additional 
adult is just $3.  

Programs are rain or shine. In case of inclement weather, the 
program will be held indoors and will incorporate The Schuylkill 
Center’s extensive collection of natural history artifacts and 
environmental activities.

To Register
Our registrar will be happy to assist you in choosing a date and 
theme for your program.  Please call 215-482-7300 ext 110 to 
reserve your program today!

Storybook Stroll
PreK & K; year-round, 
Environment & Ecology standard 4.6
Together we read a story of two young children who find signs 
of animals while on a walk through the forest—and then we 
go out and do similar nature exploration!  

Sensory Nature Ramble
Prek & K; year-round; 
Environment & Ecology standard 4.6
A walk in nature fills the senses!  Students learn how animals, 
including humans, use their senses to discover and survive in 
The Schuylkill Center’s meadows, forests and ponds.

The Pond Community
Prek-12; April–November; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.1, 4.3, 4.6, 4.7
Whether it is your students’ first look or an in-depth study, 
The Schuylkill Center’s six ponds provide a captivating look 
into pond life.  Highly customizable to age group and area of 
study, students learn about the adaptations of pond residents 
and how they interact.

Ecosystem Exploration
Grades 1-12; year-round; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.1, 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
Explore the field, forest, and pond ecosystems to discover the 
interactions between the living and nonliving parts of these 
diverse habitats. Our most popular program—great on its own 
or highly adaptable to different levels and specialized topics.

Optional topics of specialization: 
Biodiversity measuring and understanding the importance of 
variation within communities and populations. 

Wetlands the soils, plants and functions of wetland 
ecosystems.

Solar Energy & the Environment includes hands-on activities 
with photovoltaic cells–great for addressing E&E standard 4.2.

Integrated Pest Management define a pest and discover how 
one can upset balance in nature and how people manage 
them–great for addressing E&E standard 4.5.
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Incredible Insects
Grades 1-8; April-November; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
Students explore the forests, ponds and meadows to learn 
about the physical structure and behaviors of the insects here.  
Student will come to appreciate how diverse insects are, and 
how important they are in our environment.

Full-day complement: Integrated Pest Management
Grades 4-8; April-November;
Students learn what a pest is and how one can affect our 
environment. Addresses E&E standard 4.5

Water Survey
Grades 4-12; year-round; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.1, 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
Discover the importance of water to all life.  Students hike to a 
pond or stream and learn to test the waters through a variety of 
chemical and biological tests.  

Amazing Adaptations
Grades 3-12; year-round; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
The plants and animals in our environment have special 
characteristics that help them to thrive and reproduce.  
Students come to understand why some living things are very 
successful, and everything has a niche!

Seeds to Trees to Soil
Grades 3-8; April-November; 
Environment & Ecology standards 4,2, 4.3, 4.6, 4.7
Trees are critical to our environment—absorbing carbon dioxide, 
cooling the earth, and providing important habitat. This lesson 
digs into the tree and soil cycles.

Half-day Programs (cont.)

Full-day Programs
Our full-day programs allow students time to delve more deeply 
into the subject areas over the course of three hours with our 
educators. Choose one of our standard full-day options or 
combine any two half-day topics. Appropriate for grades 4-12.

Costs
Cost is $10 per student; $100 minimum.

Watershed Discovery
Grades 4-12; year-round; $6 per student 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.1 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
Students compare The Schuylkill Center’s undeveloped natural 
areas to the city environment of Fairmount Water Works 
Interpretive Center. On a trip that visits both locations, students 
learn about what a watershed is and how the water that makes 
a healthy home for animals also provides clean drinking water 
for people.
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Aquatic Ecology & Water Quality
Grades 4-12; year-round 
Environment & Ecology standards 4.1 4.3, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8
Perform a complete water quality assessment of a pond 
or stream, and learn about what a watershed is and how 
they affect our waterways. Look at stream critters under a 
microscope and conduct pollution experiments.

Combination of any two half-day programs, such 
as Ecosystems & Adaptations; Insects & Integrated Pest 
Management; or Adaptations & Biodiversity.
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