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Native Plant Sale a Bonanza for Local Gardeners 

 Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28 at the Schuylkill Center 

  

PHILADELPHIA (April 16, 2013) If you are looking to enhance your yard or garden with plants that are not only beautiful, 

but easy to care for and attractive to birds and other wildlife, you can’t go wrong with the Spring Native Plant Sale at the 

Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education, Saturday, April 27, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm and Sunday, April 28, 9:00 am – 

1:00 pm. This annual event is more than a sale: it’s a rite of spring for many local gardeners.   In addition to over 140 

native species of trees, shrubs, wildflowers, grasses, ferns and vines for sale, the event features expert habitat advice 

from Schuylkill Center volunteers, fun raffles, and free tree care advice from Bartlett Tree Experts.  

 

“You don’t have to be an expert gardener to enjoy success with native plants,” explains Joanne Donohue, the Schuylkill 

Center’s land restoration and nursery manager.  “These are plants that grow wild here, all on their own, with no human 

gardener tending to their care.  So right off the bat, you’re working with the right plants for your garden.”  Native plants 

also provide food and habitat for wildlife.  They are ideal for attracting birds and butterflies and they help sustain critical 

local pollinators. 

 

In keeping with the Schuylkill Center’s environmental mission, the Native Plant Sale adheres to sustainable gardening 

practices.  All seedlings come from local growers, (many are grown in the Schuylkill Center’s onsite nursery), and are 

grown using natural pest control, certifiable organic fertilizer, and peat-free organic potting soil.  The sale uses recycled 

pots as much as possible and the public is encouraged to bring in plastic pots from home for reuse at the Schuylkill 

Center’s nursery. 

 

On Saturday, April 27, the plant sale runs concurrently with the Schuylkill Center’s annual Earth Day festival, 

Naturepalooza.  The family-friendly festival is a Philadelphia Science Festival Discovery Day event, offering citizen science 

projects, nature activities and live music and animal shows.  Discovery Day: Naturepalooza runs 10:00 am – 2:00 pm and 

is free and open to the public. 

 

What:   9th Annual Native Plant Sale 

When:   Saturday, April 27, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 



  Sunday, April 28, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Where: Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 

8480 Hagy's Mill Road 

Philadelphia, PA 19128 

 

About the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education 

The Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education (SCEE) was founded in 1965 as the nation’s first urban environmental 

education organization.  Its 365-acre sanctuary serves as a living laboratory to foster appreciation, deepen 

understanding, and encourage stewardship of the environment.  SCEE reaches over 15,000 Philadelphia-area residents 

each year with an array of educational programs, including standards-based programs for schoolchildren, continuing 

education for teachers, and a full calendar of events for the public.  SCEE is also home to a wildlife rehabilitation clinic, 

an innovative environmental art program and a native plant nursery.  In 2010 SCEE signed conservation easements with 

Natural Lands Trust, protecting in perpetuity the largest privately-owned piece of land within the Philadelphia city limits. 

To learn more, visit schuylkilllcenter.org.  
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naomi@schuylkillcenter.org; www.schuylkillcenter.org.  
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