
General Tips for Gear Borrowing
Library

#1. You must dry out the gear before returning
Whether or not it rained, all borrowed gear must have the opportunity to dry out for at least 24
hours, as soon as you get home. The human body releases water vapor as you breath and sweat
which can accumulate inside sleeping bags, hammocks, child carriers and in tents. Bacteria will
thrive in dark, wet conditions like those inside of a stuff sack. Gear with mildew on it is ruined
and cannot be used again. To avoid replacement fees, simply set out the gear to dry in the sun, as
soon as you get home, for a day or so.

#2. If the gear is dirty, please clean it.
Assess the dirty area and refer to the manufacturer’s cleaning instructions.



#3. Never force anything.
If you find yourself having to use force on something to get it set up, you’re setting it up
improperly. Stop what you’re doing. Take a few steps back and think about how it could work
differently.

#4. Be careful with zippers
They should run smoothly without requiring much force. If they don’t, the zipper is stuck on
something. Carefully examine the problem and try to fix it gently.

#5. Keep all the parts together.
Gear is lended out in a manner that is efficient for the borrower. Items grouped together, such as
the tent, poles, rain fly and stuff bags should be returned the same way it was lended out (after
you dry it out, of course). Store everything where it’s supposed to go so that the next borrower
can have peace of mind with the gear.

#6. If you’re unfamiliar with how to use the equipment, ask.
We want you to be comfortable using our gear and we want our gear to be returned in the same
condition. If you are unsure of how to set up a tent or how to use the child carrier, ask us, we are
happy to help!

#7. Lastly, share your stories and memories.
We would love to see your adventures! When you post on your social media, we would love for
you to tag us at #schuylkillcenter



Birdwatching

How to Use Binoculars (The Right Way)

When to Go Birding

Carson VP User Manual

Download the Audubon Bird Guide App. It is a free and complete field guide to
over 800 species of North American birds, right in your pocket. Built for all
experience levels, it will help you identify the birds around you, keep track of
the birds you’ve seen, and get outside to find new birds near you. Available free
on IOS & Android.

https://www.deschuteslandtrust.org/news/blog/2020-blog-posts/how-to-use-binoculars-for-beginners
https://www.thespruce.com/best-times-and-seasons-to-go-birding-386706
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/lit_files/407649.pdf
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/audubon-bird-guide-north-america/id333227386?mt=8&utm_source=app-landing&utm_medium=national&utm_campaign=iosapp
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.audubon.mobile.android&hl=en&utm_source=app-landing&utm_medium=national&utm_campaign=android-app


Canoeing

How to fit a PFD: 3 Easy Steps (with video)
Step 1: Loosen all straps and buckles.
Step 2: Put on the PFD and do up any front buckles or front zips (not including chest harnesses).
Step 3: Tighten all straps, starting from the waist and working your way upwards to the shoulder
straps. Finish by sitting down and checking shoulder straps.

How to Paddle a Canoe

Water Safety Educational Videos

https://palmequipmenteurope.com/content/how-fit-pfd
https://www.fix.com/blog/tips-for-paddling-a-canoe/
https://www.americancanoe.org/page/Ed_videos


Child Carrier
How to Put on Carrier

1. Adult, fit and adjust the carrier to your body
(Video)

2. Fit and adjust the child seat on a low, leveled
surface (Video)

3. Once the carrier is fitted to the adult and child,
place the child in the cockpit and fasten straps.

4. With the hip and chest buckles unfastened and the
shoulder straps loosened, carefully lift the child and
carrier up.

5. Prop the carrier on your thigh and insert one arm
through.

6. Lift the carrier and place onto your shoulder.
7. Secure and tighten the hip, chest and shoulder

straps.

How to Take off Carrier
1. Unfasten the hip and chest straps and loosen the shoulder straps.
2. Carefully remove one arm and lift the carrier towards your thigh.
3. While securing your hand on the Carrier Strap, remove your other arm and gently place

the carrier on a low, leveled surface.

Deuter Kid Comfort User Manual

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5MZT2GZvHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l0BBKfVY8I
http://bajtel-wypozyczalnia.pl/images/pdf/deuter-kid-comfort.pdf


Hammock

Click here to enlarge

How to Set up and Take Down Hammock (Video)

Tips for Choosing Your Tree:
● Make sure the tree is alive.
● The tree has at least a 6” diameter (but bigger is always better).
● Check above your desired spot to make sure there are no large branches that could fall

off.
● Know the type of tree you’re hanging under and choose appropriately. Cottonwood trees,

for example, are known for their brittle branches that can break without warning, and the
paper-like bark of birch trees is fragile and delicate.

● Be aware of rules prohibiting hammocks in some spaces and be sure to follow them.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0334/5730/7785/files/Hammock_Tyvek.jpg?v=1611175073
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kECo8RRsiQ


● Clean your straps after each use, so you don’t unintentionally spread insects or disease
from one tree or forest to another.

● Don’t screw or nail anything into a tree.
● Be aware of wildlife, especially birds. Don’t hang your hammock near a bird’s nest or

other habitat where wildlife may be resting or eating.
● Select a spot at least 200 feet from any water source to protect the delicate ecosystem

where land meets water.
● Do not cut branches or deface a tree in order to get that “perfect spot.”
● ALWAYS practice Leave No Trace.



Snowshoeing

Snowshoe 101 (Video)

Snowshoes can only be used when there is more than 2” of snow.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD2irAdMzIw


Tent

5 Mistakes to Avoid When Tent Camping (Video)

How to Set up a Tent (Video)

Kelty Tent User Manual

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCH0F1w79uE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Rb0Djqsu0g
https://www.kelty.com/content/pdf/Kelty_Tent_User_Manual_10.6.16.pdf

